TO ALEXANDER BAIN

To ALEXANDER BAIN,

on his work on 4< Logic."

AVIGNON, i/M May 1870,

1)KAH BAIN, -1 have now finished a careful reading of
A--i~6   ^IH!r lKK>*Ci   When 1 compare it with my own mode of
* treating the subject ! ant much struck with the combina-
tion of nearly perfect agreement in the/Mu/of our opinioas
on every part of it, with HO much originality in the manner
in which you have presented many of them.   This, if it
fttotx! alone, would make the hook very valuable, for there
is no more important service to any set of thoughts than
to vary their expression, and to deduce them from one
another in different ways.   But in addition to this, by
varying the modes of statement you have illuminated points
and              of our common doctrine which the previous

exposition had left more or less in the shade, and you have
followed out some of the principles into consequences not
previously drawn,

I find little or nothing, relating properly to Logic,
from which 1 dissent; but a good many apparent conflicts
between your mode of expressing and presenting technical
details, and mine; in most of which cases I still prefer my
own.   This applies chiefly to the first volume, and even
that exclusive of its concluding chapters.   When I next,
revise my ** Logic " 1 shall carefully collate each chapter
with the corresponding chapter of yours: but in general,
instead of trying to incorporate your new matter, I think it
will be both better in itself, and fairer to you, to refer to
what you have done, give a brief account of it, and direct
the student to your fuller exposition.   Of course I cannot
dispense with adapting the statement of the theory of
Causation to the Correlation of Force; but your book has
confirmed me in the opinion I had formed, that but little
adaptation is required.    In  making that little I shall
be greatly helped by the clear light in which you have
placed the distinction between the two sorts of ante-e me trompe
